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Abstract

Readership of book in kingdom of Bahrain

“ study on patterns and preferences of bahrainian readers”

Made by

Mohammed Maki Ali Helal

AlAhlia University (master of media and public Relation program )
Manama- kingdom of Bahrain

January 2018

Abstract

The aim of the study was to measure the level of book readership within
bahrainian readers and identify the patterns and trends of book readership in
Bahrain . Beside that , we aim to identify the topics that they prefer to read
and moniter their trends in reading nowadays in the era of modern technology
an knowing the effect of modern communication technology and social media

on readers and book readership .

To achieve the objectives of the study the researcher conducted a
guestionnaire to use as a tool to collect and analyze research data and results
, in addition to that personal interviews with open questions done with readers
, publishers and owners of libraries to compare the results and see what are

the most common things that they share and to confirm the results .

The sample of study was chosen in a deliberate manner it focused on the

category of readers of books ( reading outside compulsory curriculum ) only in
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kingdom of Bahrain with exclusion of the non-readers category in kingdom of

Bahrain from answering the questionnaire .

The questionnaire was answered by 36(0 Bahraini readers and 8 interviews
with open questions has been made with readers and 3 interviews with
publishers and bookshop owners. The diversity of the sample made to
represent the category of whole readers and to compare the results and to

know the similarities and verify the results.

The study found that the readers of Bahrain rely on the books as the best way
to receive knowledge. Their reading rate exceeds 4 hours per week (45.9%)

while (67%) of them can finish one or more books per month.

The study showed that Bahraini readers prefer a clear superiority in reading
literary books in the first class, followed by reading religious books, then
historical books and with close percentage with human development books.
The study also showed that Bahraini readers purpose of reading is to develop
their general knowledge and to gain the information they want to know at the

first place.

The study found that self-motivation was the primary motivation for
development of their reading behavior compared to other reasons of reading.

In contrast, the lack of time was the biggest obstacle for reading.

The study showed the effect of social media on the field of reading books. The
result show that 46.6% of readers said it affect negatively, 29.5% of them said
that social media encouraged them to read and 23.8% said that their reading

habit of books not affected by social media negatively or positively.

The study found that Bahraini readers primarily rely on reading in Arabic

language (85.1%), while (13.1%) of Bahraini readers rely primarily on reading
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in English language , and there are no significant numbers for other

languages.

While the study showed that Bahraini readers choose the book to buy it and
read it because of its subject and content in the first place where it is the most

important factor.

Beside that , the study show the percentage of readers who visit public
libraries but the result show that most of readers (64.6%) said that they rarely
went to public libraries and (29.7%) said that they visit them sometimes and

only (5.6%) visit them always.

The study revealed that Bahraini readers prefer the printed books over e—
books by (83.6%), while those that decided to go to e-books entirely in the
future only (12.8%), and most of them (53.6%) decided that they will transfer
to e-books partially , while (33.6%) of readers reject the idea of going to an

electronic books and keeping the printed books.

Most of Bahraini readers (45.6%) consider reading on multimedia is distracting

while in contrast (27.4%) consider it very interesting and useful in reading ,

Bahraini readers with a percentage of (53.1%) expect that great development
electronic tablets for readers as (kindle and other )will make a huge difference
in the reading of e-books among readers . In contrast, (28.8%) of readers
didn’t hear or know a bout them, while (18.5%) of them consider it as a
useless and impractical way in reading process. As for audio books, (55.9%)

of Bahraini readers have not tried it yet.
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